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MISTAKES OF SOME MUSLIMS IN RAJAB
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All praise is due to Allah, who has blessed us with Islam,
which He has perfected until it has reached its completion.
Peace and blessings be upon the best of creation, Muhammad
ibn ‘Abdullah 4. 1 bear witness that there is no deity worthy of
worshiped but Allah, alone without any partners, and I bear

witness that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger.
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£0 you who have believed, fear Allah as He should be feared

and do not die except as Muslims. C) ¥ i tman 10
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To proceed:
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We are in the month of Rajab, a month that the people of
Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic era of ignorance) used to venerate. Ibn
Ab1 Shaybah has authentically reported that ‘Umar ibn
Al-Khattab . would strike the hands of people in Rajab until
they placed them in the food dishes, saying, “Eat, for it is merely
a month that the people of Jahiliyyah used to venerate.”
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Among the principles of Islamic law is opposing the
practices of the people of Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic era of
ignorance). In Sahih Muslim, it is narrated from Aba Malik
Al-Ash‘ari that the Prophet <& said:

«There are four matters in my Ummah that are from the
affairs of Jahiliyyah that they will not abandon: boasting about
ancestry, defaming lineage, seeking rain through the stars, and

wailing (over the dead).»
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The eminent scholar and reformer, Imam Muhammad ibn
‘Abd Al-Wahhab s, authored a beneficial treatise explaining
the matters in which the Shari‘ah of Muhammad opposed the




practices of the people of Jahiliyyah. It is highly recommended
to read this work, as it combines brevity, clarity of expression,

and a wealth of knowledge.
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Many Muslims have fallen into innovations (bida®) during
the month of Rajab. Innovations are among the most detested
actions to Allah because their essence implies an addition to the

Shari‘ah and a presumption to act ahead of Allah and His

Messenger 4. Therefore, beware of such practices and warn
others against them out of obedience to Allah and seeking His

pleasure.
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Among these innovations are the following:
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The first innovation: Exerting great effort in fasting
during the month of Rajab, including some individuals fasting
the entire month. This is one of the reprehensible innovations.
As mentioned earlier, ‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab & prohibited
fasting in Rajab because it was a month venerated by the people
of Jahiliyyah. Furthermore, it is authentically reported by
‘Abdur-Razzaq that ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas ¢ would discourage
fasting the entire month of Rajab to prevent it from being

regarded as a festive occasion.
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Indeed, the month of Rajab is like any other month, where

it is recommended to fast on Mondays, Thursdays, the white

days (13th, 14th, and 15th of the lunar month), or whatever one

finds easy to fast. However, it should not be singled out for




additional fasting beyond this, as doing so is among the

reprehensible innovations.
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However, for those who fast all the sacred months—
namely, Muharram, Rajab, Dhul-Qa‘dah, and Dhul-Hijjah—it is
recommended for them to fast during Rajab as part of fasting
these months collectively. This is supported by a report from
‘Abdur-Razzaq regarding Ibn ‘Umar and several scholars,
including Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Abt Ishaq As-Sabii, and
Ath-Thawri, among others, uphold this view. However, Rajab

should not be singled out for fasting on its own.
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The second innovation: The prayer of Ragha’ib (the
prayer of desires), where some Muslims believe it is
recommended to perform a specific prayer between Maghrib
and ‘Ish2’ on the first night of Friday in the month of Rajab. This
prayer is called Salat Ar-Ragha’ib. However, there is no
authentic narration about it from the Messenger of Allah <, as
confirmed by the consensus of scholars. This has been clarified
by scholars such as Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, Al-‘1zz ibn

‘Abd As-Salam, An-Nawawi, and many others.
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In fact, this prayer did not originate in the Ummah until
the 5th century. At-Tartushi mentioned this from his teacher
Abli Muhammad Al-Maqdisi. The Prophet #: did not perform it,

nor did the honorable companions (Sahabah), nor the righteous




successors (Tabi‘tn), nor the leading scholars of Islam, including

the four Imams.
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This indicates that the prayer of Ragha’ib is one of the

newly introduced innovations (bida), which Muslims must

reject and deny, as the Prophet < neither practiced it, nor his

companions, nor the early generations of Muslims, nor the great

scholars of Islam.
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The third innovation: The celebration of the night of Isra’
and Mi‘raj on the 27 of Rajab with special prayers or festivities.
This is one of the rejected innovations because there is no
authentic evidence that the night of Isra> took place on the 27
of Rajab, as Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah & clarified. Even if
it were established that the Isra’ occurred on the 27" of Rajab, it
would still be incorrect to celebrate it or to single it out for extra
acts of worship. If it were recommended to do so, the
Prophet 2, the noble companions, and the righteous successors

would have certainly practiced it.
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Fear Allah, O Muslims, and be followers, not innovators.
Indeed, the religion is based on the Book (Qur’an) and the
Sunnah, and on what the early generations of the Ummabh (the
Salaf) practiced, not on what has become widespread and
prevalent in the customs of people that contradict the Book and
the Sunnah.
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I say what you hear, and 1 ask Allah for forgiveness for

myself and for you. So seek forgiveness from Him; indeed, He is

the Most Forgiving, the Most Merciful.
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All praise is due to Allah, and peace and blessings be upon
the Messenger of Allah. As for what follows:
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How many innovations have spread among Muslims under
the justification that they are “good innovations”? Subhan
Allah! How can something be considered good when the
Prophet i, the noble companions (Sahabah), and the righteous
successors (Tabi‘tn) did not practice it? Imam Muslim narrated
from Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah & that the Messenger of Allah ¢ said:

«Every innovation is a form of misguidance.»
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It is authentically reported by the five hadith compilations,
except for An-Nasa’i, from Al-‘Irbad ibn Sariyah &, that the

20
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42 said: «Beware of newly introduced matters, for every

Prophet

newly introduced matter is an innovation (bid‘ah).»
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Al-Marwazi authentically reports from ¢‘Abdullah ibn

‘Umar & that he said: “Every innovation is misguidance, even if

people consider it to be good.”
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Beware of worshiping Allah except with evidence from the
Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger 4, as
understood by the righteous predecessors (Salaf) of this
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Ummabh. There is no worship based on the understanding of our
fathers and ancestors, worship based on the improvement of
human intellects, or worship according to our desires and

tastes. Indeed, worship is a matter of religion, and religion is

P

taken from Allah and His Messenger <.
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¢And indeed, this is My straight path, so follow it; and do
not follow other paths, for they will separate you from His path.
This He has instructed you that you may become righteous. () )

(Al-An‘am 6:153)
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Imam Malik & said: “Whoever introduces an innovation
into the religion has claimed that Muhammad 2 betrayed the

message, because Allah says:
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{This day I have perfected for you your religion and
completed My favor upon you and have approved for you Islam

as your religion. ¥ izians.”
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O Muslims, indeed, the month of Rajab is one of the sacred

months. In the sacred months, sins are magnified.

¢ Indeed, the number of months with Allah is twelve months
in the Book of Allah, the day He created the heavens and the
earth. Of these, four are sacred. That is the correct religion, so do

not wrong yourselves during them. C) ¥ vtausanoso
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Beware of disobeying Allah throughout the entire year,
whether by night or day, in the morning or evening. Increase
your caution even more during times when the gravity of sin

and disobedience is magnified, such as the sacred months.
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O Allah, there is no god but You, O Ever-Living, O Sustainer

of all existence. O Allah, make us worship You in the way that
pleases You. O Allah, make us worship You according to the
guidance of Your Messenger «%. O Allah, grant us life while
holding upon what the righteous predecessors had, and cause
us to die while holding upon that. And make us meet You while
You are pleased with us. Now, rise to your prayer; may Allah

have mercy on you.
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