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Indeed, one of the most important acts of worship is

wudi’ (ablution), as there is no prayer without it. Muslim
narrated from Ibn ‘Umar & that Allah’s Messenger

said: «No prayer is accepted without purification.»
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Wudi> has many virtues, including what Muslim
narrated from Abua Malik Al-Ashari ., that the
Messenger of Allah ¢ said: «Purification is half of faith.»

U.ACJ; 23 L)"°°\"\£; ~ S5 S‘:}AO‘)M bLoy
.((QQLTAETL}‘;:-

Muslim also narrated from ‘Uthman & that he said:
The Messenger of Allah 4 said: «Whoever performs
wudi’ well, his sins will depart from his body, even from

beneath his nails.»
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Muslim narrated from Abt Hurayrah & that the

Messenger of Allah € said: « When a Muslim servant (or
believer) performs wudii’, and washes his face, every sin
that he looked at with his eyes is washed away with the
water—or with the last drop of water. When he washes his
hands, every sin his hands committed is washed away
with the water—or with the last drop of water. When he
washes his feet, every sin his feet committed is washed
away with the water—or with the last drop of water—

until he emerges pure from sins.»
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Muslim narrated from Abi Hurayrah & that the
Messenger of Allah ¢ asked: «Shall I not tell you about
something by which Allah erases sins and raises ranks?»
They replied, “Yes, O Messenger of Allah.” He said:
«Performing wudii’ (ablution) thoroughly in difficulties,
taking many steps to the mosques, and waiting for one
prayer after another. That is the ribat (guarding in the
way of Allah).»
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This wuda’ is only valid after fulfilling its six
obligations, which Allah mentioned directly or by

deduction in His saying:




£€0 you who believe, when you rise to pray, wash your faces
and your hands up to and including the elbows, wipe your

heads, and wash your feet up to and including the ankles.3
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The first obligation: Washing the face: Vertically,
from the hairline to the chin, and horizontally, from one
ear to the other. If the beard is thick, one should wash its
surface; if it is thin and the skin behind it is visible, one
should wash what is behind it as well.
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The second obligation: Washing the hands up to

the elbows, ensuring the elbows are included. Some




people mistakenly start from the wrist, but it is obligatory
to start from the fingertips.
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The third obligation: Wiping the head: The most
complete way is to start from the front of the head and go
back to the nape, based on the narration of ‘Abdullah bin
Zayd & regarding the wudi’ of the Prophet &:: «He began
at the front of his head, then went with his hands to the
back of his head, then returned them to the place from

where he started, and then washed his feet.»
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And from the head are the ears. It is recommended to
insert the index fingers into the ears and wipe the outer
part with the thumbs. This is based on the narration of
‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr & who described the wudi’ of the

j “”

Prophet 42: “Then he wiped his head, inserted his index

fingers into his ears, and wiped the outer part of his ears
with his thumbs.” This was narrated by Abti Dawiid and
An-Nasa’i.
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As for wiping the neck, there is no authentic hadith

from the Prophet <2 regarding this, so it is not valid to do

SO.
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The fourth obligation: Washing the feet up to and

including the ankles. It is recommended to interlace the
toes. The four Sunan narrators reported from Laqit bin
Sabirah & that the Messenger of Allah & said: «And

interlace between the toes.»
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The fifth obligation: Continuity and succussion.

This means washing the parts of wudii’ one after the other
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without delay. If there is a delay long enough for the
previous part to dry, the wudi’> must be repeated. This is
based on the narration of Ahmad and Abt Dawid from
Khalid bin Ma‘dan, from some of the companions of the
Prophet ., that the Prophet 4 saw a man praying with
a dry spot on his foot the size of a dirham, where water
had not reached. The Prophet ¢ ordered him to repeat

his wudii’ and his prayer.
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The sixth obligation: The sequence between the

parts of wudii’ as mentioned in the ayah.
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As for the order between the right and the left, it is
recommended, based on what was narrated by the two
Shaykhs from ‘A’ishah @, who said: “The Prophet
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loved to start with the right in everything - in putting on
his shoes, combing his hair, his purification, and in all his

affairs.”
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These are the six obligatory acts of wudii’. Whoever

performs them, along with its conditions, his wud’ is

valid.
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[ say what you hear, and I ask Allah for forgiveness

for me and for you. Seek His forgiveness, for He is the

Forgiving, the Merciful.
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All praise is due to Allah, Who taught by the pen and
taught man what he did not know. All praise is due to
Allah, Who guided us to the light of Islam and directed us
to the path of knowledge and faith. May peace and
blessings be upon His Messenger Muhammad, whom He

sent among the unlettered to recite His ayat to them,

teach them the Book and wisdom. To proceed:
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Indeed, there are recommended acts of wudii’ that a

Muslim should be keen to perform:
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Such as having a mindful heart during wudii’.
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Being conscious that it is an act of worship and an

expiation for sins,
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Among them is repeating the wudii’ three times, as
narrated by ‘Uthman & in the two Sahihs, except for the
head, which is to be Wlped once, as narrated by °Ali bin
AbiTalib & in Abli Dawiid, that the Messenger of Allah <&

wiped his head once.
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Among them is saying “Bismillah” (In the name of

Allah) at the beginning of wudi’.
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Another is perfecting the wudi’ by cleansing it

thoroughly, as Ibn ‘Umar said, which is mentioned by
Al-Bukhari.
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Another is exaggerating in rinsing the nose, as
narrated by the four Sunan narrators from Laqit bin
Sabirah & that the Messenger of Allah < said:

«Exaggerate in rinsing the nose unless you are fasting.»
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Among them is saying after wudii’s “I bear witness
that there is no god worthy of being worshipped alone but
Allah, and I bear witness that Muhammad is His

worshipper and messenger.”
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Muslim narrated from cUqbah bin ‘Amir 4, that he
said that the Messenger of Allah ¢ said: «T here is no
Muslim who performs wudi’ perfectly, then prays two
rak‘ahs, focusing his heart and face on them, except that

Paradise becomes obligatory for him.»
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Some people commit errors in their wudi’, such as
not completing the washing of all parts, especially the

feet and around the elbows.
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‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr & narrated that the Prophet
said: «Woe to the heels from the Fire.» This is agreed

upon.
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Others leave paint or similar substances on their

hands or feet and do not remove them.
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Some recite certain supplications for each part they

wash, such as saying when washing the hands: “O Allah,
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make me among those who receive their book in their

right hand,” and similar sayings. This is an innovation.
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There are many other mistakes, and the cure for
them is knowledge, seeking it, and referring to

trustworthy scholars and their books and fatwdas.
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such as the esteemed scholars ‘Abdul-‘Aziz bin Baz,
Al-Albani, and Ibn ‘Uthaymin - may Allah have mercy on
them - and Shaykh Salih Al-Fawzan - may Allah preserve

him.
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O Allah, honor Islam and the Muslims. O Allah, grant
the Muslims understanding in their religion and make

them steadfast in it.
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Rise for your prayer, may Allah have mercy on you.
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